Experience True Prosperity
By: Bill Tyler
Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. – 3 John 2
You may have read this passage in John many times, but today, make an effort to really focus on what prospering
means to you. Make it personal. Think about as you read these words, what prosperity, true prosperity, looks like or
would like in your life. Get a mental picture of this and hold onto it. Don’t wait, do it right now. If you are truly
prosperous, how to you act, who is around you, what do you have, where do you live, and most importantly why are
you prosperous.
It’s Okay to Prosper
If you had a difficult time imagining prosperity in your life, you may need to renew your mind to what God has really
said about prospering you. The best way to do this is to consider passages from the Bible. As Romans 10:17 says,
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Now, don’t let the scripture you are about to read
just sink into your intellect, take hold of it and let it be absorbed into your heart. Then, as soon as you possibly can, act
on the Word that you read.
Even though 3 John 2 clearly says it’s God’s will to prosper you, you may still be stuck on a familiar saying, which is
“money is the root of all evil”. This is from the Bible but it is missing three critical words. Read the scripture directly
from the Bible from 1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” Notice, that it says, the love of money.
It doesn’t matter how much money you have, you can fall into the trap of loving it.
Quick Tip: Start thinking of money as a tool. If you use a tool in the right way, you can do amazing things. For
example, if you use a hammer appropriately, you can build a house. However, there are many people who have used
a hammer very inappropriate ways, even to commit murder.
God’s desire is for you to prosper. See, how the Psalmist states it in Psalm 35:27, “Let them shout for joy, and be glad,
that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the
prosperity of his servant.” Think about that for a second, God gets pleasure when His servant prospers. You can make
God happy by doing well. That is so awesome!
Prosperity Is More Than Money
When you envisioned what your life would look like if you were truly prosperous, did you see more than things money
can buy? Did you see happiness and love? If you did, that is very good because prosperity includes every area of your
life. You should experience prosperity in your relationships, in your emotional well-being, in your spiritual development,
in your knowledge and wisdom, in your finances, and every other area of your life.
You have no doubt seen or know someone with lots of money who is miserable. If this is the case, then, you know that
just having money is not really experiencing prosperity. In fact, with the exception of money, some of those people are
experiencing lack in one or more of the other areas in their life. What good is money if you don’t have people around
you who love you? What good is money if you are too sick to enjoy it? What good is money if it causes you so much
stress that you have no joy in your life?
Use Your Prosperity to Bless Others
Instead of being a reservoir, which collects water, consider becoming a river, which channels water. When we are
prospered, it is not only for us to enjoy the fruits, but it is also to share and help others.
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having
all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written:
“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.- 2 Corinthians 9:6-11
We are called to help those in need as Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.” When you live in prosperity, which God wants you to do, then you will have the means necessary to
help others. What a wonderful place that is to be.
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